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The Larry Clark Tulsa Photography Portfolio on View at
The Richard & Dolly Maass Gallery, Purchase College

From February 10 – March 4, 2011

Exhibition Organized in Collaboration with the Neuberger Museum of Art

Purchase, New York……..(January 27, 2011)  Fifty black and white photographs by Larry  
Clark, the celebrated photographer and filmmaker, for Tulsa, his first book which was  

published in 1971, will be on view at the Richard & Dolly Maass Gallery, Purchase 
College from February 10-March 4, 2011 in Fifty Photographs with Text: The Larry Clark 

Tulsa Portfolio (1980). The photographs were taken in Tulsa, Oklahoma over a period of 
eight years, beginning in 1963, and gained notoriety when published  as Tulsa, which 

provides an intimate and reflective treatment of Clarkʼs family and friends.  
Experimentation with amphetamine and the addiction and tragedy that ensued are 

grippingly portrayed in Clarkʼs precise, tense portraits. This dramatic project played a 
major role in establishing photography as a medium through which personal experiences  

become emblems of an entire culture. 

Fifty Photographs with Text: The Larry Clark Tulsa Portfolio (1980) was curated 
by Chelsea Spengemann, a Neuberger Museum of Art Curatorial Fellow and recent 

graduate of the MA program in Modern and Contemporary Art, Criticism, and Theory at 
Purchase College, under the supervision of Tracy Fitzpatrick, Neuberger Curator and 

Purchase College Associate Professor of Art History. Visitors will be able to see the 
photographs of Tulsa arranged following the original book format, including 

accompanying text. Says Spengemann: “The  goal is for  viewers to carefully consider 
how each photograph and text in Clarkʼs groundbreaking series works together to 

effectively narrate his experience among a group of hometown friends over an eight-year 
period during which radical cultural shifts were taking place in America.” A  pamphlet with 

an essay by the curator, published by the Neuberger Museum of Art, and a complete 
archive of press clippings from 1971-2010, related to Tulsa, also will be available.



There is an opening reception at the Gallery on Thursday, February 10, from 5 to 

7 pm.  Admission is free. Ms. Spengemann will give a short gallery talk about the 
exhibition in the Gallery on Wednesday, March 2, 2011, 4:30 p.m., as part of the 

Neuberger Museum of Artʼs First Wednesday series. A screening of Clarkʼs recently 
released 1968 film, “Tulsa,” made during the same time as the photographs in the 

exhibition, follows at 5 pm in the Lecture Hall, Room 1016, Richard & Dolly Maass 
Gallery, School of Art + Design, Purchase College. 

Larry Clark was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1943.  In 1963 he moved to New 

York City, where he first exhibited his photographs with the The Heliographerʼs 
Association. After serving in Vietnam with the United States Army, he returned to New 

York but visited Tulsa often to take pictures. In the fall of 1971, Clark had a solo 
exhibition at the San Francisco Art Institute and published his first book Tulsa. This was 

followed by Teenage Lust (1983), Larry Clark 1992 (1992), The Perfect Childhood 
(1993), and Punk Picasso (2003). In 1995, his first feature film, “KIDS,” written with 

Harmony Korine, became a success. It was followed by “Another Day in 
Paradise” (1998), “Bully” (2001), “Ken Park” (2002) and “Wassup Rockers” (2005).  

Clarkʼs work has appeared in retrospectives at the Groninger Museum, The Netherlands 
(1999); International Center of Photography, New York (2005); and the Musée dʼArt 

Moderne de la Ville de Paris (2010); and numerous solo and group exhibitions 
worldwide.

The Richard & Dolly Maass Gallery at the School of Art + Design, Purchase College:

Hours:  9-5, M-F, or by appointment
Admission: Free

Address: Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, New York 10577
Information:  914-251-6750






